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into practice. In 1915 he passed the Purohit Act, designed
to ensure that the priest should really know and under-
stand the mysteries of which he was the ministrant. Pas-
sive resistance of the Brahman priest-class has hitherto
made the Act practically a dead letter. No one troubles
to pass the prescribed examination, and as weddings must
go on the penalties have not been enforced. All that the
Maharaja has been able to do is to get the old Sanskrit
translated into the vernacular, so that the people may at
least have an opportunity of knowing what the marriage
service means.
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But if the task was difficult of curbing the greed of the
priesthood, of fighting their vested interests, and of wean-
ing the people from prejudice, superstition, and formula,
by showing them a more rational form of religion, even
more difficult was it in the face of popular opinion to
introduce to the ordinary rights of citizenship those
despised classes which Gujerat calls Antayajas, and
which all India has learned to call "untouchables'.

The system under which millions of the population are
kept apart from their fellows in villages or communities
of their own, and regards their touch and almost their
presence as pollution, has persisted in India since very
ancient times. It is not, as some missionaries seem to
think, a system of deliberate cruelty, nor is it in the least
comparable, as others have suggested, with the ostracism
of Indians in the African colony. For the first presup-
poses that India is incapable of humanity, and in the
second the colonists are expected to bring into operation
the watchwords of the French Revolution which are now
the watchwords of all Europe, and especially to admit the
equality of the King's subjects within the Empire. But
the treatment of the pariahs in India has its roots deep